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Mayor Oue, Councillors and other Distinguished Guests

On behalf of the people of Cambridge I extend to you all, warmest grestings and say how very
happy [ am (o be here on this important occasion. Thank you for the invitation to be here to share
this celebration and for everything you have done to make us fecl so welcome.

The people of Bihoro and Cambridge have enjoyed a growing friendship since the visit to
Cambridge by Professor Masaharu Yamaki in 1993 and through his dream this relationship has
flourished. T believe it s important to mention that Professor Yamaki's initial contact in Cambridge
was with Mrs Gail Troughton, a member of this first official delegation to Bihoro. Also herc arc
Mrs Barbara Taranaki who is a member of the Council and Cambridge Community Board. Also Mr
Reg Procter who is the Deputy Chairman of the Cambridge Community Board and his wife Isabel,
and Mr Murray Maxwell, Community Liaison Manager, who has been here before and has done

much of the organisation for this trip for us.

In 1994 Cambridge welcomed the first visit of Bihoro people which I understand led to the
formation of your Bihoro New Zealand Friendship Society involved in encouraging friendly
cxchanges between our tlowns Cambridge too has recently formed 4 Cambridge Bihioro Fricndship

Society and it is our inlention to involve wider interest by the Community in this wonderful

Those who have been fortunatc to visit Bihoro before us have temiarked on the similarity between
our (owns; the richness of the agricultural hinterland; the physical beauty of your town and
surrounding area which must surely be an attraction to many visitors; and above all the friendship
extended by Bihoro people. Cambridge students who have experienced life in your homes have
been overwhelmed by your hospitality. It requires & littlc courage to open your homes to strangers

from another country and another cullure and | comaend you for your friendship and generosity.

It is indecd a privilege for us to be present not only to participate in this sister town signing
ceremony bul also (o join With you in the 110" Anniversary Celebrations of Bihoro's existence.
Cambridge is indeed fortunate to have formed this friendship with such wonderful peaple.

We are delighted to be here today to take part in this unique occasion and we thank you for your
generous hospitality to us all and look forward to reciprocating when you next come to New
Zealand. It gives me great pleasure to officially sign and so siengthen the ties between our towns
and countries. Japan is a very important trading pirtner for us in New Zealand and these ties open

'more commercial opporcunities for us all.

| want to wish you Mayor Oue all the very best in the future for your town and your peaple and

thank you for inviting us here on this significant occasion,

friendship that is developing with people of Bihoro.
Thank you

Student cxchanges, which we believe are the foundation of on going sister town relationships

commenced in August 1994 with the first visit of students from Bihoro. The following year
Cambridge students visited Bihoro [ know that these visits have cemented lifelong friendships z

between the students of both our countries with the discovery of new cultures and the realisation
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that they have many interests in common.
John Hewitc

Mayor
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